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The 
Nigel Pennick Interview Part Two 

In this second part of the interview a wide variety of 
subjects are touched on including: N.P. 's lectures to 

·academic institutes in Continental Europe on the sub­
ject of geomancy, healthy houses, the subterranean king 
dom, the realm of the dead, the Hell Fire Club, a 
Red Indian crawling through a cave full of rattle­
snakes, the disillusionment with landscape geometry, 
the Organic Architects Collective of.Amsterdam, the 
myth of Watkins initial ley concept and electional 
astrology. And now, read on ......... . 

� : Recently you've taught a course in Switzerland, I understand you've 
got plans to do more courses in the Future. What have these courses been on 
exactly? 

N.P.: Well, when I was over in Switzerland I was doing things just on geomancy 
in general. But I've found there is certainly a great interest in pmc:tical 
geomancy and actually going and doing it. Of course what is really required 
is quite a long course with background information. Rather like the history 
of the subject, the possibilities and the practice of the subject. Next week 
I'm in Holland at a conference of the Organic Architects Collective of 
Amsterdam. I'm speaking there and I'm also speaking at the university of Eind­
hoven where there's an alternative architecture group who are interested in 
the geomantic side of things. In fact, in Holland they're definitely getting 
into geomancy as a sort next stage from the organic architects thing because 
1 think , it originally started off with the idea of energy efficient houses 
and then it got into the idea of orientation and of course orientation 
is important in geomancy. And, beyond that, now they're getting together a 
�ind of co-operative of companies who'll be able to provide attested 
urganic building materials such as wood that hasn' t been treated with harmful 
chemicals and .various other kinds of things like that. And so I think on the 
continent at least we're moving towards an awareness and actual practice 
of geomant/ in its widest sense. 

QsM.: I'm getting the impression that seminal ideas are coming up in this 
country through researchers like yourself, whereas, on the continent these 
ideas are being taken up and put into practice. Is that correct? 

N.P.: Yes definitely. It's another one of the old British syndromes. They 
always say'it was invented in Britain and applied somewhere else'. That of 
course is a narrow nationalistic point of view. But effectively I think wh�t 
is happening is that there's a general European wide consesus. Although it 
seems that it tends to be Holland, Swit�erland, Germany, Austria, rather than 
the Frech speaking areas. I think France has put all its eggs in .the ultra­
tech. basket. France is the leading European nation in things lik� rocketry, 
aircraft and they've just opened a computorised metro system in Lille, all 
that kind of thing. They've got the state of the art in trolley buses now. 
In fact, that's interesting because at the beginning of last year I was 
part of a small group of people who put in competition entry for a park in 
Paris. Do you w�nt me to explain that or • • • • • • • •  
QsM.: Yeah. 

N.P.: Right. Well, there was myself, Colin Murray and Adrian Fisher who 
designs mazes. We went in for a competition for a park on the site of the old 
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slaughter house complex on the 'Ar-vil-e-et' (sorry-ed!) in Paris, on a geo­
mantic plan. This was again a west�rnised Chinese type thing. We were using 
some Of the stuff here from the 'Water Dragon Classic', the principle, 
because of the canals running through it. And we were having certain land 
forms and certain geometrical forms symbolising, for example, the seven 
planets. A maze was designed for that and so on. But of course we didn't even 
get a pri�e. Concrete, straight lines, hi-tech and glass and that kind of 
stuff won it. 

QsM.: There seems to be a terminological problem concerning leys. The dowsers 
concept of a ley and Watkins definition of what a ley is. Would you like to 
mcke a few commments on this? 

N.P.: We've got an even worse problem than that. We've got the ley and the 
ley line! And we've got other kinds of lines. The kind of hippy view of leys 
is that Watkins was sitting on his horse in 1921 and suddenly he had a flash 
of vision. You know, all good stuff, eroneously put into the folklore by 
John Michell and despite other people's attempts to erradicate it it's still 
there. Stuart Hollroy's book has got this amazing painting of Watkins sitting 
on hjs hor�e with all these lines laid out. It's a really nice painting but 
it's wrong. Anyway the big problem is • . • . . • • • • • •  
QsM.: What is the true story of Watkins 'vision', then? 

N.P.: Well, Watkins • • . . .  you can see it in '�arly British Tr?.��way�'. I 
can pull the book out and find it if you like. The story is that Watkins was 
on his horse. Suddenly, in a flash of vision, he sees all these lines laid 
out in a fairy chain across the country and it's all good stuff. The reality 
of it is that he was out one day in his car. Which may have been steam or 
petrol powered, ' cause h� had several cars, he was a motoring enthusiast. 
He was in his 60's anyway by then. The horse thing seems to be based on the 
fact that his business name was man outrider which is just like a comm·�r-­
cial traveller. And indeed he did drive horses around the countryside in the 
1880's. But I think it's just a misinterpretation of him being an outrider. In 
fact he went to Bredwardine and not, as is said, Blackwardine. Blacl wardine 
isn't on a hill. He sort of happened to look at a few OS maps and got the 
idea that there might be a few straight lines of sites. And that was it. 
There was no big deal of him having this flash of vision. 

But it goes back even more wierd than that because Watkins was was actually 
living in Hereford in the same town where William Henry Black gave a talk 
about alignments in 1870. Watkins was born in 1855 and he would have been 15 
when Black gave the lecture at the Green Dragon Hotel to the British 
Archeological Association. Black gave this quite important talk and it was 
covered quite widely in the local press because it was quite a big event in a 
small town. And he went on about Grand Geometrical Lines running about the 
countryside. The person who was actually the chairamn at the meeting was 
Dr. Bull of the Woolhope Antiquarian Society. When Wa�kins joined the 
Woolhope Club in 1888 Bull was still around. Bull chaired several meetings 
where there is evidence that Watkins was present. So it's quite likely that 
ideas were kicked about. And Watkins would have heard about Black's ideas. 
Even if he wasn't actually conscious that Black had had these ideas later on 
they may have set the seeds in his mind. But to some people who are worshippers 

of Watkins this is absolutely heresy. 

-- ..a.:___ 
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QsM.: So the fairy chain ide..q is almost a pipedream, is it? 

N.P.: Well, I think it's interesting that both he and Wilhelm Teudt, who did 
work in Germany, gave the idea of this line linking these sites. But the idea 
of it being anythingmore than trackways, which Watkins really emphasised, 
is very much, er, wild. Maybe Watkins did speculate on it being something 
else, I'm not saying that, but .trere's no real·evidence that he connected. them 
with energy. That really tends to be later writers. 

Now Watkins is important of course bacaus� he wrote The Old Straight Track 
and popularised the idea. So a lot of credit has to be given to him. He 
worked damned hard and his photographs are absolutely brilliant. He really 
popularised the idea and that's why the ley hunting fraternity· exists to this 

.day. But the connection bewteen that and the magical side of things or the 
energy side, seems to be a bit more obscure. There are hints in for h:i,.ntance 
Petit Pierre, who I mentd.oned before. He stated that ley lines carried energy 
and that his mentor at Barrow-le-Marsh Seminary was (Gilbert Shaw his name was) 
was teaching at the time of how the druids and others used to send bursts of 
psychical energy along lines to blast people. Now whether this idea had been 
put in around Black's time or maybe it goes back further to Edward Duke who 
taught about the druidical monuments of Wdtshire in 1848, where he claimed the 
there were lines running across the countryside. But, anyway, whatever the 
origin of that and whether it was received witchcraft or other sorts of trad­
itions, occult, masonic traditions maybe or traditions within the Church of 
England - mystical Christianity perhaps -within theOr�r of St. Bendic� 
which these people were members of. Whatever the origin of that thi$ man 
(Gilbert Shaw - ed.) was doing something in 1926 which was only a year after 
the Old Straight Track came out. So it'''s probable that there Is some other kind: 
of tradition in there. 

Now Dion Fortune was writing about this kind of stuff in the 1930's. Mid 30's 
1935, something like that. T think it's in 'The Goat Foot God' that she 
actually mentions Avebury being connec te d by lines to' other places and people 
using them for magical powers. There's a part where they travel along a line 
and find some sort of site in one of her novels. Anyway, then Arthttr Lawton 
in 1938 put forward the idea of these kind of thing-s carrying energy andl also 
several dowsers round about the s�me period were discussing it. People like 
Francios Perre in France and others thought there were earth energies. Tnat 
was the time when Underwood got into it too. ! 
QsM.: At present it all gets rather confusing as the dowsers and the cla�s­
ical Watkins ley hunters are talking about 2 different things. 

. I 
N.P.: That's absolutely right. Watkins claimed there were straight lines run­
ning between sites and that they had been trackways and so there were pieces 
of road along them. And, that the sacred sites. that exist now were ones which 
had been put there in antiquity. Whereas, the other. people who call them ley 
lines ( of course Watkins never called them ley lines, they were always called 
leys) seem to have picked up on this idea. I think it probably comes from 
Lawton and other people in the 1950's and 1960's who connected leys with 
orthotonies, these supposed lines along which UFO's were alleged to .fly: 
Ame Michell in 1954. So, in the late 1960's when the present ley hunting 
fraternity was getting off the ground in a big way, or on the groound in a 
big way all these ideas were extreemly mixed up. Then you get people like 
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Colln 8loy talking about telluric/l ines. And you get the :·,ermans talking about 
'gissenets' and grids on the ground and Saboch Harderlich and his earth grids 
so there's this absolute mix up of ideas now; The Fountain Pr_9 ·ject in Brighton 
claiming to create big grids across the country and so on. So really it's got 
so mixed up that what's needed is a completely new terminology. But of course 
they're not going to do it because there's no overall authority, which is 
great! The fact that there isn't someone who says, "This is orthodoxy, this is 
isn't orthodoxy. We're the boss and you're out on your ear unless you toe 
the-line." Because there isn't that k i nd of thing, the whole lot gets mixed up. 

I was on the radio the other day. They took me down the Hell Fire Caves at 
West Wickham and they were talking about energies und erground and all this 
kind of stuff. And they even mentioned ley lines as if they were energies. 
So, I think in the general consensus of people who don't know much about it 
�they think that ley lines are energy now. 

QsM.: How does your work on the Subteranean Kingdom __ fit in with EM and Geo­
mancy? 0 
N. P.: Well again we 1 re getting back to the old Etruscan thing again. The idea 
that you've got a link between the underworld and the upperworld. They have 
the central point to which the roads from the north, south, east and west 
come and then you've got this underworld thing, the 'mundus', which is blocked 
by a stone but represents the Realm of the Dead. So you have a link between 
the underworld and the upperworld at the cosmit axis. And a lot of initiat­
ion rites in antiquity were done in caves. You put someone down this cave and 
they had to go through it and were generally terrorised in it. Infact the 
Red Indian holy man who has a great following, Swift Deer, he gives seminars 
in various parts of Europe, he is supposed to have been through a cave full of 
rattlesnakes in about 1970 to be initiated. 

QsM.: WhaL's the symbo l i c sigulficance of a cave then? 

N.P.: There are various ones like the desent tnto the earth and coming up 
again. There's the death and rebirth thing like the third degr ee in massonary. 
In the Christian myth of Christ dying and coming up again from the grave at 
the centre of the world. Then of course you're cut off from all the other 
aspects like all the radiation which is outside. You're cut off fr�m solar 
radiation. And if you're underground for any length of time you are not aware 
of day or night, you're not aware of the seasons because caves are usually 
at constant temperatures. lf you're in the derk you begin to see hallucinat­
-ions. You begin to feel presences that are there. You're very aware of any 
ki1d of fields or anything which impinges upon the body, psychical, electro­
static or whatever. And you're actually in the body of the earth and so on 
you are removed from the realm of the everyday.And I think that that's what 
the key to it is. 

QsM.: So you're out o.f time, space and general usual context. So what were 0 you doing talking to the BBC ln the caves of the Hell Fire Club then? 

N.P.: The BBC put on a 4 part prograrrune about underground Britain. And as I'd 
written the book 'The Subterra11ean Kingdom' they got me Lo talk about the 
mystical and legendary aspects of tunnels. They'd been crawling around in a 



sewer underneath Oxford and they'd been down a coal mine and a tin mine in 
Cornwall. And I was the right person to do the mystical aspect. I was talking 
about initiation and this kind of stuff and the legends of people going under 
ground and not coming up again, the blind fidlers and that kind of thing. 
This was generally the mythos of the subterranean world. This is something 
which is very little known. In fact they did cut out, because of time I 
suppose, the haunted underground station in London which I was talking about. 
But then that doesn't really tie in with the mythos of the underworld that I 
was talking to them about in that respect. 

QsM.: I see, yeah. In your 'Subterranean Kingdom' do you go outside of the 
mystical1 

N.P.: Yes, well the 'Subterranean Kingdom' is concerned with every aspect of 
British Subterranea from ancient mines such as Grimmes Caves through to the 
underground dwelling� such as the ones they had in Nottingham. Nottingham's 
interesting because its original name was 'Tig-na-ukabalk� that's a mouthful 
isn 't it? which means the house of caves. The sandstone there is absolutely 
great for digging into. One of the geomantic things associated with the caves 
was St. Annes well at Smenton which had the turf labyrinth, it had a holy 
well dedicated to St.Anne and a Benedictine hermitage was cut into the rock. 
so it the real nexus of everythino. The whole area was dev stated. It was 
ploughed up in the enclo ures nd now the only remains of it_ i- the Robin 
Hood's ace garage, which is thP site where the well was. So t:1at's the 
ultimate in modernisation and spectacle. 

But the 'Subterra���n �i�Bdom' brings things right the way through to bunkers 
in London and the co�struction of obscure structures for wartime purposes and 
all thst. And also the mysteries of Elusius and the oracles of the dead and 
so on. Also really wierd things like chalk mines that suddenly opened up 
underneath people's lavatories and things like that. 

QsM.: One of your early books was on terrestrial zodiacs. How do you think 
these things came into being? Do you think they were of conscious intent 
or were they subconscious structures? 

N.P.: I think it reminds me of the science fiction story I once read where 
they had linked up every computer in the univrese. And they asked it a 
question, "Is there a God?" and there was a big buzz and all the switches 
welded themselves in an on position and it said, "There is now!" And I 
think terrestrial zodiacs are there now because they have been recognised to 
exist. There have been some body blows to ancient terrestrial zodiacs made 
in recent years such as an article which was I think in 'Current Archeology' 
a couple of years ago which went to Glastonbury. It pointed out that quite 
a lot of the parts of it there were of relatively modern date, say late/post 
medieval. So it appears .that these kind of things are taking on some kind of 
form. Now whether it is a phenomena such as something 
we recognise and therefore it takes on that form, like the the labyrinth at 
Glastonbury for example. This didn't exist until 1968 when it was recognised 
and now people actually walk around it. I was talking to somebody who went 
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areund it last week and she said, "Oh! I went to the Glastonbury labyrinth." 
And I said, "Well, you know there isn't really a labyrinth there or not an 
ancient one at that." She said, ''Oh! yes there is one there now." I said, 
" Yes there's one there�; now, yes." But I think zodiacs are like that. I used 
to take the point that they were ancient of origin but I don't think that's a 
tenable position now in terms of recorded information. So you've either got 
to dismiss them all as somebody's hairbrain looney scheme, which I don't 
because there's more to them than that. Or as some kind of manifestation 
which is beyond the ordinary realms of a materialist interpretation of history. 

QsM.: So one of the things you're saying is that they are there because they 
are perceived to be there. Would that put them in the Rohrschach inkblot pos­
ition, then? 

N.P.: Well, it's interesting that you mention that because in a book that 
Bob Forest and Patrick Moore were working on which never came out, they invit­
dd me to write about terrestrial zodiacs and they mentioned the Rohrschach 
test. I said, "Nobody ever got all the signs of the zodiac out of the Rohr­
schach inkblot!" Well, it's symetrical for a start, (laughter).But that aside 
I think it's more complicated than that. We may be dealing with other levels 
of reality which can't be defined in those terms. It's very well to recognise 
it as such and the old simulcra idea that you notice something. There used to 
be an arnzing lions head on the side of a sandbin on the A604 main road into 
Cambridge. It was quite amazing. It was a beautiful head of a lion, a ma�� 
and everything. And that was just rust that had gone into that shape. When I 
did go o photograph it they'd demolished it, so no one will ever believe me 

now. But that is a recognised thing. We do get this kind of thing occuring 
where someone will see the face of Christ appear in the stains on a wall 
in a ch�rch. Then everybody goes and offers to it and so on. 1 think " that 
with Mike Collier's elephant ('The Sussex Elephant� published by the author, 
83, Montpelier Road, Brighton, England,) where that trunk actually fDrmed 
and all that kind of stu1f is just so amazingly wierd t hat it has to be 
in t e r p r e t ed in an entirely different way. To put it as the Sumerians tur ning 
up in 2700 BC and actually getting their plans out and doing it is just not 
tenable on several levels. 

QsM.: At present you're running the 'Socie� _ _for Symbolic Studies'. 
In what way does this relate to your interest in geomancy? 

N.P.: Well, I formerly operated The Institute of Geomantic Research� That 
was founded in 1975, by several people but unfortunately right at the 
beginning several people dropped out of it who'd actually been founder mem­
bers� It developed in a way which was somewhat like it should have been but 
lacking the funding that it should have really needed. We got a lot of good 
stuff out such as the German geomantic material in English translation and 
a lot of very interesting material. I think we did great value there in 
bringing this material to public attention. We were hammered very hard by 
several factors, namely the great inflation in printing prices which occuted 
in the late 1970's and we were finally knocked out as unemployment rose and 
various subs dropped off and so on, postal increases. I eventually wound it up 



in 1983 because it was no longer performing any useful function in that resp­
ect and things had gone on beyond the geomantic side. It had got more into 
the symbolic type of thing in any case. So I founded the Society for Symbolic 
Studies at the beginning of this year in order to further the whole thing. 
I mean, we'd been carrying stuff on tavernology for instance, which is con­
cerned with the names of pubs and what the symbolic side of it is. We're 
doing work on the Old Mother Red Cap thing which is concerned with this 
traditional name of witches, Old Mother Red Cap, and you see it in different 
places, and what the actual significance of this was, and what the red cap 
was and what it looked like and all that sort �£ thing. The next issue of 
The Symbol, which is our magazine, we've got an article about a dog which was 
buried in 1898 under the stables in a pub as a foundation sacrifice, or 
at least as a propitiation of geomantic energies at that point. And so we're 
covering a wider sort of catchment area than we did with just geomancy. 
I think since the mid-70's there's been something of a disillusionment with 
landscape geometry. 

In the early '70·s people were interested in leys and landscape geometry. 
They were really doing this stuff. I mean, John Merron and his people are 
still doing that sort of material. But in general there isn't the interest 
that there was. This largely came out of John Michell's book 'The City of 
Revelation' which had the whole thing connected with Goring-on-Thames and 
White Leaved Oak and all that and I think also some of the work we published 
by Kurt Gerlach and that. In the early to mid '70's landscape geometry was a 
big thing and we published quite a bit of stuff: Michael Behrend's work on 
Landscape geometry in Southern Britain, which was very equivocal in its actual 
results. Then there quite a few people doing this and that but it tended to 
die out. And I don't know what the actual reason for this was. Whether it 
was the fact that certain things such as the St. Michael's alignment had 
been disproved conclusively by Michael Behrend or whether it was the fact 
that the statisticians, the people suchas Bob Forest had come into the field 
and we'd published them, we'd been very open minded as far as that was con­
cerned. We'd put contrary articles as well in the Journal of Geomancy. Maybe 
that underminded of kind of belief in the whole thing. And there s very little 
of it happening now. And it seems, that ley hunting itself again has kind 
of died back in that respect. I don't think that there's as much coming out 
now as there was in the early '70's. It may relate in some way to the public­
ation of books. Perhaps when the Earth Mysteries Book comes out, the one 
Paul Devereux and I have done, maybe that'll stir things up again. Maybe if 
someone on tv does a programme on leys or something like that it'll stir it 
up. But probably the interest was generated by people like John Michell, Janet 
and Colin Bord and maybe Francis Hitching as well. Now, however good or bad 
their work actually was in terms of accuracy or in terms of authenticity, 
it stirred up a lot of interest. And maybe it's faded away. Also, 'The 
Unexplained' is not being published anymore and that has had its effect. This 
is related to spectacle of course. 

�: Yeah, Finally what shape do you think the EM movement is in at the 
present time? 

N.P.: I think that in this country, like everything else, it's suffering 
from a lack of money. I think that the times are pretty hard.And that because 



it's alternative in the best sense of the word, there are liable to be a lot 
of people in it who are not 'we�l to do', Who are not in good jobs or any jobs 
at all. There are people who are finding it hard to survive and so the first 
thing that goes is the subscription to a magazine. And magazines tend to be 
the nexus, the concentration, the focal point of this sort of research or of 
the groups. I mean as far as groups are concerned there is a great degree of 
interest. The Northern Earth Mysteries Group for example or the London Earth 
Mysteries people. In Cambridgeshire we have the Cambridgeshire Ancient 
Mysteries Group which is infact at the present moment investigating foundation 
stones of buildings such as the colleges in the universties with regard to 
electional astrology. Patrick McFagan an� Mark Shakespeare who are working on 
it, they have definitely got some really good stuff together. 

QsM.: What is electional astrology? 

N.P.: Yes·, well electional astrology is, urn, well let me start again • • •  I 
got interested in electional astrology when I saw a picture, a photocopy, of 
the horoscope of the Royal Observatory at Greenwich, which was drawn up by 
John Flamstead, the astrologer Royal in 1675. And he actually drew up the pre­
cise moment of the foundation stone placement. Now again, this about 4 or 5 
years ago that I saw this .. Now in both Chinese geomancy and in Vastu Videa, 
the Hindu-Indian geomancy, urn, we have the foundation of a building as being 
very important. And the time of the foundation being related to obviously lts 
future. You know just as the birthdate of a person produces a, er, whatev-r 
effect in them. You can elect to lay the foundation stone of a building at a 
specific time in order to achieve these effects. And that's where the ele�t­
ional part of astrology comes in. And you elect to found it at that point. 
Now electional astrology is not a very well known thing. I'm not an astrolog­
er myself. I know a little bit of course but I haven't got all the Ephemeras 
and everything. And I haven't got the time to work it out either. But astrol­
oger friends of mine have done various things. Prudence Jones, for instance, 
used electional astrology to found the . • • .  wel�, she was asked to use election­
a! astrology for the foundation date of the Greenwave Magazine which is an 
alternative magzine in this area. And it's been doing very well 'cause she 
actually elected the appropriate time for it. Other people are starting to 
do that in this area, to do things at a specific time because it's an elect­
ionally good time. Consequently the investigation is going on into these 
kind of things and also now the investigation amongst astrologers is looking 
at the whole of the city of Cambridge and the good and bad periods it will 
be expected to go through, the different parts of the city, the foundation of 
say the church at Arbury which is an incredibly wierd bit of foundation. 
There's obviously a very long tradition of it but nobody has investigated it. 
They'll be something coming out on it at sometime probably in some major 
astrological journal. For instance, there was a wierd thing that occured 
at a school in Cambridge. The Bishop of Ely in 1980 came along and laid a 
foundation stone stone on a brick wall that had been put there specially for 
the purpose. He came along on a certain date, laid the stone, pictures 
taken and everything, then they all went away, knocked the wall down and took 
the stone away! Now the only reason for that can be, well, ludicrous spectacle 
for no good reason and in any case they would have done it at the ti�e they 
were building the building, or, electional astrology. There's no other ex­
planation for it, it's totally bizarre. And that was another thing that trigg­
ered us into the whole realm of this aspect of things. 



Qs�: The story that you just related hints at some kind of occult conspir­
acy in the Church of England. 

N.P.: Well, there is the great interesting masonic connection within th� 
church. Certain places having it and perhaps others not. For instance, Peter­
borough Cathedral, if you go there and walk about the outside you see at the 
NE corner, of course - important position in masonic terms - there is a square 
block with a square and compasses on it and there letters for the number 1923. 
Now whether that 1,923, which means the father and ·the spirit in gematria, or 
whether it actually means the date 1923, I don't know. If you go inside 
there's a plaque in Victorian brass and it states how the tower was broken 
down in 1882 and reconstructed and how it was reconsecrated by the Earl of 

Caernarvon acting on behalf of the Worshipful Grand Master of the Unit ed 
Grand Lodge of Britain, the Prince of Wales and how it was reconstructed 
according to full masonic form. The Freemasons were knocking about in Truro 
in Cornwall in 1880. ·There was a masonic foundati on stone put in and the 
Freemasons were involved with the construction of Guildford cathedral in the 
1930's to the 1960's. And there's lots of that kind of stuff. So there's def­
initely a masonic tradition there which ob\iously, if there's any kind of 
electional astrology, it goes back at least to the 17th century because people 
like Flamstee<i and Sir Christopher Wren and all those hods who were in the 
kind of, the OK circle of King Charles II, were into this type of thing. So 
it may be a coPtinuous tradition since then or maybP earlier. 

QsM.: Fascinating. To finish then, I'd like to·ask you about your publishing 
plans at p�esent. 

N. P.: I'mstillcontinuing to bring 'The S;,:mbol' out against all odds, but it's 
coming out as regularly as it will allow. There's no plans for that to close 
down. I've just started up 'Runestaff Crafts' which makes things, geomantic 
objects and pieces like the mirrors. We've had a mirror put on the outside of 
a building and it deflected a road by that means, well, that's what I'm say­
ing anyway. Runestaff Publications which are going to start coming out very 
soon, starting with one on lab�rinths:their geomancy and symbolism. This 
covers the whole geometric and symbolic side of labyrinths. Also I'm plan­
ing to prod u c e  several others in that series. One will be on the kind of 
mysteries and g eoma ntic connections of tr a ditiona l bord games, such as Nine 
Me�s Morris and Tablet and other kind of games like that. And in addition� I 
shall be produ cing something very soon on natural measure which is the 
Ancient Measure of Britain, the natural foot and the relationship between 
capacity and lenth and various geomantic things . Of course next year there's 
plans for the 'Ecrth Myste ries ' book to come out. Also I've written a small 
book on practical geomancy -for --somebody in Germany and I hope that. will be 
out sometime next :-ear :- B t.. t t'hat will be i.n Ge;�an t

-
ranslation. --------------

QsM.: It's not coming out in English, is it? 

N.P.: I hope somebod y will take it up but that depends really. It depends on 
how it goes there . 

.Q§N. :  Is there any t hing else you'd like to say? 

)! 

• --------------------------------------------------------------------------------· ---------



N.P.: Oh yes, I think that geomancy is really coming int o its own now after 

so many years of research from various people. We're getting to a point where 

itTs coming to be recognised as something which has got validity. Especially 

on the c ntinent with organic architects and other people who are that way 

inclined. People have come to it from the other end. :hey've come to it from 
solar architecture, from the orientat1on of houses to make them energy 

ef_icient and the realisation that symbols and the constuction of buildings 
has got a psychological effect on pe�ple who live within it. And the whole 

idea of organic architecture as now practiced. The idea of the healthJ house 

c.nd this kind of thing will eventually merge with a new geornancy which takes 

into account such as, the ancient practices of northern Europe, the Ancient 
Practices of the Americas, the ancient practices of China, the Hindu systems 

and all those. The common features of all these will be merged together to 
form a completely new geomancy which will eventually at least take its place 

a� somet��ng which is done, practised, ��hich of course at the present moment 
it i�n't. 

QsH . . Thank you very much. 

�LETTERS ... from John Mich�London. --- . -:__ _ ___ ;:: ___ ._:-':::_-_=-'"=-:::=---=-.:-=:__ -:-.. =----=-=-� 
Dear Chris, 

In the preambl"� to your interview wi th Nigel Pennick vou 
do him an injustice by say i n g  that he was responsible for republ isrl­
ing Ernest Eitel's classic 'Feng Shui'. In fact the edition of 1973, 
exactly a hundred years after its first publication, was desi.gned, 
printed and published by John N i c o l son at the Co�haygne press, Cam­
brjdge, from the first ed i tion which I found 1n the erudite Bob 
Gilbert� s W i se Owl bookshop in Br i stol . I �rote the For\-lard to it 
and published another edition of :it in 1979. That quickly sold out 
and the book was brought back into print in 1984 by Synergetic Press -- - -O f London \-iith my new Forward, an Afterword,--�bi-bl iography etc-:� '"P},ey 
also sold out and are now reprjnt.in.g. ---�"1eanwhi1e--.there -has -been; -a - ______ . _ German edi t.ion and a nothe r printed in Sj n g aoore f.or- --di.s.t;r:ibut.ion ----
in the Far East where.. interestingly enough, fhE- book has been very 
popula r. � /·, L p ..., ) t C O"'-Tl � . .(.. Q '- ·  ' 12. � 



nge, True . • • 

The fo l l ow i ng c u t t i n g s  a re a l l  t a k e b  f rom the 
i n com p a r a b l e  J AKARTA POST a n d  c o n s t i tu te a 
i n L e rm i t i e n t  s e r i e s . C o n t r i bu t i o n s  we l c o m e d . 

Huge,. flesh 
eat· ng catfish 

MACON . Franc-e (AFP) 
Residents along many of 
the rin:rs in this east­
C"E>ntral region have de­
dared war on a new East 
European invader: a hug�:-. ,  
fle:h-eati n g  breed of cat­
fi sh v.·t-...i�h i� de,·ou.rmg 
bream. pike. carp. tench. 
crayfish. fresh-wate · m us-

el · <md even waterfowl 
and d ucklir gs. 

This ugly,  stcui-bodied. 
,large-headed species of cat­
fish is said to measure up to 
two meters (6,6 feet) in 
h:-.ngth a11d to weigh up to 
6'0 kilograms 032 pounds}. 

Th.e fishes' sue has been 
.aH:ributed partly to their 
eating .habits. v:hich are 
playir: g havoc �; h resj. 
dents· normal J shing and 
hunting actiYit.i:es. 

Some .fish stories - for 
example. the unverified 
rumor that the catfish have 
�Yen attacked children --

J5l/' 

Freak heat, 
we ird fl·eeze 

BE.1 JH;G (t: PD: Scien­tists �e studymg a .. trip of ' 
land m nort teast Chirta "'"·here tempera res p ·  . u:ge below fh:.ez.m g in 
s:n;1mer and soar to bal rnv v:c.rmth m u'inter, thE• offi­Cl�'l Chi-rl.ll Da ily nev�·spa­
PE< :'aid Wednesda •. ,..,.. d? : •bizarre £pc;"" lies aloq; a na..-row stretc h of land LOOu meters (yards · :..or.g and 15 meters {\"<P'ds }  v:idf runnin.cr.dow-n}�om .a  .. ---�F:irr to- a--river in Huan::-c-county in Cruna ·s north­east  L1aoning pronnce, the pap.er said. 

··rn ·.r.·inter. when the tem�Prat ure aro rid about d.!'•�ps to 30 degrees centig­!:"'c:oe below zero. the strip is 1 1  deg.rces a bove zero , . the par-er said. ' 
' 'I r.. surr>..rner the reverse 

occ:· rs. Then the rai.! hits th\? g;ound and immediate­� turn.s tc ice. The ground 
!r-eeze to a meter (yard) belo w  t-he surlac:e.� -- �� 

�--·,.·--Sp�rt� 
"' -

hav spread a veritable 
piranha panic or "jaws" 
fear about bathing 

Giant, red 
C � n es e  .salmon 

There are the tales about 
fishermen's b0sts being 
picked up off the v:ater by 
giant fish on the:, River 
Saone, and abo ·r divers 
in spP�-:ting bridge struc­
tures scared off b>, huge. 
dark shapes. 

PEKH� G (UPl ): Chinese 
scif ntis.L-; have identified a 
grou.p of l O-.c1eter-long (33-
f .) re-...:� fish L"1 2. remote lake 
in • ortlw.·estern C:b.ina as 
the bjg .. �est species o!' sal­
mon e\-el discoYered, the 
official Xini uo .N�ws AgE"n­
cy said..  

( 

H r bed crashes 
w e n  men fail  

ANNAPOUS ,,.!a;·yland 
{AFP): A woman racing 
down a rJ.ll here: on a whee. 
bed to raise rn ;::-·�y for 
muscular d. stropny pa­
tients WtiS paralyzed after 
her bed crdshed into an 
electric ligh; ,polP: police 

Nume!'ous local l..,(>g"'rlds 
are afsociated wJth the 
' 'mon sters · ·  of Lake Hanas 
in China 's far west Xin- . 
jiang autonomous region. 
One old Mongollan resi­
de t s • .�oke of seeing a ·'lot 
of bio fish" in the lake ir. 
the 1.930s, not .Icm hefoN" a 
ITHiJOf -earlhqu.:!:(-! hit the 
art:a. Xinh tul said. 

saici Monday. · 

Mrs Carotvne Pike, 38, 
crashed at a ·  bend in this 
ci y's steepest str-eet when 
men pushmg the bt-:d lost 
control of it. 

A massive en ... ho ; ��ke 
that killE.>d 80 peop e "'i--ock­
e-d the province last month, 
a few \".'eeks af\t>r scientists 
first reported sighting the 
h:J.ge fish \vhich they :-nis­
!.oo .. for boats ami a mass of 
seaweed . 

J AKARTA (JP):  T\•>o 
fem a le teache:s have lost 
monev and 1ewel;-v vatued 
::� t ;:� hr:1 1 t  R . . � 1 m i l l� r.n ':> f't .:.""> r 
b�fri;;,d i�g � p�·b-·i�·:;;�·��-
port passenger who they 
later suspec�ed to be a 
sorcerer. 

Mrs . Titi Sitianah ar d 
Sar.rat:. from Tuna s Hara­
pan kindergarten school in 
Ci ·antung,  East Jaka:-ta , 

- ··w-ere on their wa\· to the 
Eas .. Jakarta mayor· s offi ce 
on JL Jatinegara Timur. 
!vionday m orning \\·hen a n  
unide:-1tifH:�d m a n  flagged 
the public transport \·ehi­
cle theY were in dow:1. 

The � m a n  repurted ly 
shook hands ·.vith then1 
and read their pa. m s  the 
1noment he got int o  the 
automobile on Jl .  Dewi 
Sartiko . Soon they get i -
v•Jh ed in an appareiit�;.· 
ven· friendh· conversatwn 
during v·:hicb time the 
women believe the m c:m  ----

..., I .:J . " 

cast a r:1ag!c spell on them 
the daiiy hJerdeka repo� ed 
�·ecinesday. 

The newspa per said the 
m a.-: then asked 'L�e lad�es 
for th ei:- m oney and i e·;;el ­
ry and they imrnediately 
ga•;e them to him. It was 
reported that the alleged 
sorcerer subsequently 
asked them if they had 
given him the-ir  belor1gings 
willingly a n d  L�ey sai d they 
had. . � 

A few IT'.�.in utes later the 
rr. an got out of the vehicle. 
The �v.:o ladies sai d thev 
v; ere net a\Va!-e of ·y.,·ha �  had 
ha ppened to them before 
the d ri\·er of the illeg2.l pub!ic t�a11spo� ve�i�� 

I 
the� had been us_n g  .a k ... a 
them t o  get on sorr ewhere 
in Cav.-ang - orJy half v:ay 
to their destinanori:- - � · __ ] _ _ _____ _ _ _ _ . 

The ladv teachers --t-e- -_ · - �  p�rt�� to a nearby police 
pi ecL �ct.  



E U R O P EAN LEY - L I N E S  a n d  OR I ENTAL DRAGON L I N ES :  

SOME T H O U GHTS . by COL I N  BLOY . · 

C h i ne s e  Ge oma n cy or Feng- S h u i  i s  a comp l e x  a ffa i r a nd for a l l the s c ho l a rs h i p 

of We s te rn i n te r p re te rs l i ke Ste p hen S k i n ne r ,  o r  Ste p hen Fe u c h twa n g : An 

A n th ro po l o g i ca l  A na l ys i s of C h i n e s e  Ge oma n cy - V e n t i a ne , Lao s , I am not 

s u re i f  we ha ve re a l l y  pe n e t ra ted i t  i n  a way wh i c h wo u l d  pe rm i t a 

We s te rne r to pe rf orm a s  a d ra gon-ma n  - for e a rth e �e rgy i s  the d ra gon for 

t hem . W h a t i s  c e rta i n ,  h owe ve r ,  i s  tha t the ma j o r i ty of the C h i ne se l a nd­

s c a pe a nd u rba n i s a t i o n  ha s bee n  de ve l oped a c c o rd i n g to a compl e x  system of 

c ri te r i a ·re l a t i n g  to e a rt h  a n d s ky e n e rg i e s p u bl i c l y  u n recog n i sed i n  the 

We s t .  

V oc a b u l a ry a n d  i ma g e ry a re d i v i s i ve . F ri t hof C a p ra s howed how t he Da nce of 

S h i va may be seen a s  t h e  mot i Q o . of the e l e� t ron s of an a tom a ro u nd i t s n u c l e u s .-
s c l e n t l  f l  c .  : i  • 

Y e t  i t  h a s bee n  a We ste rn; c o n ve n t 1 on for h u n d red s of yea r s  tha t 1 f  a concept 

i s  not e xp re s s ed i n  G ree k o r  La t i n neq l o g i sms i t  c a nnot be va l i d .  Tha t i s  

n o t  a p 1 e a  fo r a Gad a re ne f l i gh t  i n to t h e  s u bt l e "i ma g e ry of E a s te rn ph i 1 o­

s o ph i c a l a nd re l i g i o u s  sys tems but s i mp l y to po i n t o u t  that We s te rn modes 

o f  e xp re s s i on ha ve no pa rt i c u l a r  mono po l y  of t r u t h . 

I n  p re - Ma rx i s t  C h i na ,  for s e ve ra l  tho u s a nd yea rs p a st . to con s t ru c t  a nyth i n g 

wi t h o u t  c o n s u l t i n g the Fe n g - S h u i  ma s te r wa s the he i g h t  of fol l y .  I n  Ta i wa n , 

Hong Kong a nd S i n ga p o re they h a ve a l ways bee n  a cce pte d  and con s u l ted ; a nd 

i n  po s t� Ma o  C h i n a , they ha ve s u rfa ced a g a i n .  

W h e re a s  the Feng- S h u i  ma ste r o pe ra te s  w i t h  a comp a s s  wi t h  a comp l e x  s ca l e 

a ro u n d  i t ,  wh i c h te l l s  h i m  ma ny t h i n g s  on a n  a s �rol o g i ca l , ge ogra p h i ca l 

a nd me te o ro l o g i ca l  ba s i s ,  a nd · ryr de s c r i be s t he ene rg i e s  he i s  l oo ki ng for 

or see k i n g  to a vo i d  i n  te rm s fami l i a r  to the l ey- l i ne fra te rn i ty i n  E u rope , 

he doe s n o t  a ppa re n t l y d owse for these e nerg i e s b u t  wo r ks o u t  where they 

a re by topo g ra p h i ca l o b se r va t i on a nd ba s i c  c ommo n  sen se . I ndeed , whe re the 

d ra go n , a pa rt i t u l a r h i l l  forma t i o n , l i e s  d own w i t h  the t i ge r , anothe r , the 

Fe n g- S h u i  i s  good - c omb i n e d  w i t h  me a nde r i n g  r i ve rs a nd u nd u l a t i ng h i l l s .  

" Se c re t  A r rows " ,  l i ke s t ra i g h t  a v e n u� s ,  ra i l way l i ne s , h i ghways , s t ra i g h t  

e s ca rpme n t s ,  o r  a l i ne of p l�o j e c r. i n g  h i l l s o r  e ve n . b u i l d i ngs a re to be 
a v o i de d , a s  t h e s e  dra i n a w :J. :y  t tH �  g o o d  " c h i " too q u i c k l y . 



The  pe rfe c t  s i te ,  o r  d ra g o n ' s  l a i r ,  i s ,  s a ys S k i n ne r ,  l i ke t h e  de s c r i p t i o n  
of a b l i nd s p r i n g . ( He d oe s n o t  me n t i o n  G uy U n d e rwood o r  h i s semi n a l wo r k  

"fhe Patte rn o f  t h e  Pa s t " - but i t  wa s U n de rwood who s po ke a t  l e n gth a bo ut 

the dows i n g  of bl i nd s p ri n g s  a t  s a c red s i te s - a s e ve n - l ooped s p i ra l ) .  

S k i nne r " I t  i s  l o g i ca l to pos t u l a te t h a t  he re t h e  d ra go n  i s , of c o u rse , 

i n  h i s l a i r ,  be c a u se i t  i s  f ro� here t h a t  t he wa t e r  ( i . e .  t he d ragon ) 

ema n a te s  be fore. c ros s i n g  t he l a nd a s  a s t re am , o r  be i n g e va pora ted , to 

f o rm d ra gon c l o ud s . Wate r co u rs e s  a re the m o s t  o bv fo u s  f l ow l i ne s  of " c h i " 
I ' 

a nd a c u rved a nd tort uous course i s  the be s t  e xi s t e n ce of " c h i " con centra ti on s " .  

T .  Ed k i n s  wri t i n g  i n  1 87 2  s a i d t h a t  the d ra gon may be t ra ced to i t s source . 

I t  i s  obse rvea b l e i n  t he f l ow of the mo u nta i n  s t ream or i n  the co n tour of . · 
t he ea rth . The hol l ow ri ve r bed , a n d t he v a r i e ty of h i TI a n d  va l l ey a re ca u s ed 

by the d r a go n . Tra ce t he wa te r o f  a va l l ey to i t s s o u rce . Tha t  i s  the po i n t  

f rom whi ch comme n ce s  the i nf l uen ce that con t ro l s h uma n d e s t i ny . • • .  S i nce 

t he d ra gon g i ves pro s pe r i ty i t  i s  i mporta n t  to con s i de r  the pos i t i on 

of the wa te r 11 

E l sewhe re S ki nne r says " I n  some ways the organ i c  l i ne s  a re a s  typ i cal  of 

C h i nese c i �l i sa t i on a s  re c ta n g u l a r  Des c a rt i a n  l i ne s  a re the ha l l ma r k  of 

We s te rn c i v i l i sa t i on .  Ba s i c to t he na t u re o f  d ra gon l i ne s  a nd C h i n e se 

c i v i l i sa t i on gen e ra l l y  i s  t he c u r ve a s  opposed to the s t ra i ght l i ne wh i c h 

e xp re s s e s  i t s e l f  not on l y  i n  We s te rn a r c h i te c t u re , b u t  a l so i n  the l ey- l i ne s  

wh i c h ha ve bee n  often s ug g e s te d  a re t h e  E u ro pe a n  e q u i va l ent of d ra gon l i ne s . 

They a re ,  i n  fa c t , d i ame t r i ca l l y  opposed . S t ra i g h t  l i ne s ,  a s  we h a ve seen , 

a re a n a thema i n  Fe n g- S h u i f o r  t hey gen e ra te " ·ch a " a nd se c ret a rrows . . .  " 

A s  sa i d  a bo ve , C h i nese geoman c e rs do not a ppa re nt l y d ows e , and th i s may be 

the rea son f o r  t h�?g��g�JJ�s c on c l u s i on s u g g e s te d  by S ki n ne r .  

I h a ve fol l owed w i th the rod the " c h i " o f  t he d ra gon u p  wa te r courses to the 

head o f  the va l l ey i n  t he Pyre nees on ma ny o cc a s i on s . Where a s  the wa te r-

. cou rse j s  s i n uo u s , the ene rgy i s  effe ct i ve l y s t ra i g h t , d orl g i ng i n  d og � e g s  

f rom ro c k  t o  roc k ,  o n  e i the r s i d e o f  the s t ream a nd h a ve found the d ra go n  -

he 1 oo k s  1 i ke th i s  

I S  



I f  you fo l l ow Guy Unde rwoo d ' s  wo r k , a � a dows e r , the re i s  a n  i mporta n t  th i n g · 
to remembe r ,  Guy Unde rwood wa s o n l y  l �o k i ng f o r  u nde r g round wa te r - t he fa c t  

tha t h e  d i d  n o t  f i nd o verg round e n e rgj- l i ne s  may b e  e xpl a i ned by t h e  fa c t  

t ha t  � e  wa s s i mp l y n o t  awa re of t hem a n d  dowse r s do n ot genera l l y  f i nd wha t 

t hey a re not l oo k i n g  for . 

Howe ve r , i f  yo u d o  dowse a Guy U nde rwood type s i te yo u wi l l  fi nd the 

meande r i n g , s i n u o u s  u n d e rg ro u nd wa te r c o u rse , b u t  i f  yo u "t h i n k'" l ey- l i ne s , 

yo u wi l l  f i nd t h a t ove r l ayi n g  t he d ra go n  i s  the s t ra i g h t  l i ne ,  t h ro u g h  i t s 

med i a n a s  i n  the s t ream f rom the head o f  a v a l l ey ,  v i z .  

/ , __ ,. ,. - ..... _ _  wa te rco u r s e  

1 i ve 1 ey- 1 i n e  

, 

+ 

r-d I , 

I n  a n ea r l i e r i s s ue of the Jo u r n a l of the Bri t i s h  So c i e ty o f  Dowse rs , 1 
s u gge s ted tha t u nd e rg ro und wa te r may not ha ve bee n  d e te rm i ni n g i n  the c h o i ce 

o f  sa c red s i te s  b u t  t h e  re s u l t of c h oo s i n g t h em , v i z . Lo u rd e s  a nd G u a d a l u pe 

i n  Me x i co - the s p ri n g s  bu r s t  f o r t h  a f te r t h e  a pp a r i t i on s , f·1o s e s  s ummoned 

the wa te r .  



W h a t  a p pea rs i n s e pa ra b l e ;  i s  t h e  re l a t i o n s h i p be tween fl owi ng wa te r ,  both 

u nde rg ro u nd and o ve rg ro u n d , a nd certa i n � ta t e s  of h uman con sc i o u s�e s s .  

11 Sta 1 k i ng t he W i  1 d Pe n d u l  um 11 by I s t va k Berrto v s uggests  how the fo c u s  of 

h uma n con s c i o u s ne s s  on a pa rt i c u l a r  s i te ma ke s i t  s a c red a nd phenome na 

t h us re s u l t of 11 re l i g i ou s 11 na t u re . 

C u ri ous t h a t  the d ra go n  i s  a c ommon fea t u re of We s t� rn and Ea s te rn geomanti c 

l o re and n o  d ra gon bones h a ve ye t been found . Thus  i t  may be , i n  a Ju n g i a n  

s e n se a n  i mportant a rc he type to h uma n i ty gene ra l l y , a nd I a l ways fee l t ha t  

t h e  i dea re p re se n ted b y  S t . Mi c hae l or S t . George k i l l i ng t h e  d ra go n , a nd 

God knows how ma ny s u c h  d ra gon dea t h s  a re p rese r ved i n  E u ro pe a n  l e gend , i s  

n ot so much s ome form of med i ae va l  e l i m i na t i on o f  p redato r s , but the 

o rgani s i n g of the 11 C h i " or l ey ene rgy o u t  of i t s prima l  s p i ra l s , down the 

va l l ey and i n to c o n s t ruct i ve co- o pe ra t i o n  wi t h  e vol vi ng ma n ki nd , by u s i n g  

t he s pe a r  o r  l a nce of h i ghe r co n s c i ou s ne s s . 

The a l te rna t i ve i ma ge of t h e  d ra gon be i n g ba s e  c h a k ra con sc i o u s ne s s  ta k i ng 

u p  the s p i ne as t he Kund a l i n i to bri n g  n i r vana or tota l awa re ness i s  a l so 

re l e va n t ; i t  a pp e a rs i n  a l c hemi c a l  sym b o l ogy f o r  s i m i l a r rea so n s  - t he 

t ra n smuta ti on of t he s pi r i t . 

I t  may be obse r ve d , a n d  o n��the ra i son d ' �t res of the fa s t  mul t i pl yi n g  

Fou nta i n  G ro u p s  a round the wo rl d ,  t h a t  hype r- sta tes o f  con s c i o u s ne s s  a p p l i ed 

t h rough med i t a t i ve te c hni q ue s , v i s u a l i s a t i on a nd pro j e ct i on h a ve a d i s c e rn i bl e  

e ffect on the l ey l i n e s ,  a n d  t h a t  i f  the m i x t u re i s  ri ght , the e ffe c t  i s  

be ne f i c i a l  for t he commun i ty .  T h u s  the d ra go n  i s  ki l l ed w i th t he s pea r .  

Why i s  i t  then , that s t ra i ght l i ne s  a re a n  a t hema to C h i ne se geoma n cy ,  a s  

i nte r p re ted by We s tern commen ta tors . 

I wo u l d  ad va n ce the hypot he s i s t h a t  i t  i s  a l l to do wi th the e vol uti on of 

co n s c i o u s ne s s . N ow , much p l ay h a s  bee n made wi t h  t he con cept of We s te rn 

i n d i vi d ua l  e go- con s c i o usne s s , a s  o ppo s e d  to Ori e nta l pa t i ence a nd s u bmi s s i on .  

I ndeed , the p h i l o s oph i cal c r i s i s i n  We s te rn e vol ut i on may be seen i n  wh a t  

wa s ca l l ed i n  F ra n ce , a t  t h e  e n d  of t h e  1 9th cen t ury 11 Le ma l de f i n ce s i ecl e "  

- " E nd of the ce n t u ry d i sea se "  a nd ma ny a ut h o rs a nd poe ts s po ke i n  d e p re s s i ng I 
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I te·rm s . of p 1 u n g i  n g  i n to the a bys s i n  the i r sea rc h for the a b  so 1 ute , the i r 

wo rd for n i rva n a . ( Ba ude l a i re ,  Ge ra rd d e  N e r va l , Ma l l a nme , Va l ery e t  a l ) . 

A s  fa r a s  I am c o n ce rne d , i t  i s  a ba s i c tenet of l i fe t h a t  h uma n i ty i s  a 

u n tty .  We a re a l l go i ng the same way , i n  t he s ame boa t , a t  the same t i me -

but t h a t  d oe s n • t  mea n  to say we a re a l l the same i n  t e rm s  o f  consc i ou s ne s s . 

Nor doe s i t  nece s sa r i l y  p re - s u ppose that one pa rt i c u l a r  s ta te i s  be tte r tha n 

a nothe r .  Wha t does , howe ve r , seem a ppa re n t  i s  t ha t  We s te rn ma n ha s e vo l ved 

f u rther f rom t r i ba l c o n s c i ousne s s  i n to e go- c on s c i o u s ne s s  t h a n  Ori en t a l  ma n .  

Th i s  i s  not a mo ra l c ommen t .  The fa c t  t h a t  Ja p a ne s e  o n l y t ra ve l i n  g rou p s , 

and t h a t  yo u n e ve r  mee t o r  d o  bu s i ne s s  w i th one J a p a n e s e  a l o ne , i s  not 

ne ce s s a r i l y  w i tho u t  re l e va n ce . The who l e organ i sa t i on o f  Japan i s  co l l ect1 ve ,  

i n  con s c i o u s ne s s  te rm s , wi t h o u t  be i n g d i a l e c t i c a l l y  ma t e r i a l i st i n  p h i l o so­

p h i ca l te rms . Th u s  i t  i s  i n  C h i n a . Pa t i e n ce a nd s u bm i s s i o n  to e vents  i n  

fa vo u r  of l on ge r  term i s sue s tra n scend i n g i nd i v i d ua l  l i ve s . 

We ste rn ego- con s c i ousne s s  a nd s u b se q u e n t  d i s i l l u s i o n  g a ve r i se to the a ge 

o f  rea so n , and the ma t e ri a l i s t e t h i c ,  p l u s  t h e  i de a  you • ve got to ma ke i t  i n  

t h i s l i fe- t i me . I n  s c i en c e , med i c i ne ,  p h i l o s o p hy ,  the a rt s , ma ny i n d i vi d u a l  

n ames f rom t h e  We s t , a s  o r i g i na l  t h i n ke r s , a re e n s h ri ned i n  t h e  va r i o u s  ha l l s  

o f  fame . Ntt so w i th Ori e n ta l s ,  ye t the i r c o l l e c t i ve a pp l i ca t i on to te c hnol ogy 

-i s  awe s ome - and we a re j u s t  s ee i n g  the be g i n n i n g  o f  the C h i n e se a ppl i ca t i on 

- gi ve C h i na a n other 30 yea rs . 

F rede r i c k  Bl i g h Bond t h e  e xc a va to r  of G l a s t o n b u ry s pe a k s  c o ge n t l y  i n  h i s 

boo k 11 The Company of A va l o n 11 o f 11 the g re a t  re t u rn .. t h a t i s  to say the vo l untary 

a n d awa re s u bm i s s i on o f  We s te rn e go ce n t r i c i ty to the c o l l e c t i ve con s c i o u s ne s s  

a s  a v i rt ua l l y  re l i g i o u s  a c t  a n d  .. The N ew Age awa rene s s  i s  part o f  t h a t  proce s s . 

What ha s t h i s to d o  wi t h  s t ra i g h t  a nd s i n uou s e n e rgy l i n e s ?  

s a d l y 
I t  i s j ve ry t ru e  t h a t  t he wo rst e xce s s e s  o f  We s te r n  town p l a n n i n g  e xi st i n  the 

U . S . A .  whe re a g r i d - ba sed town i s  s i mp l y soc ked i n t o  the l a n d s c a pe . Mo s t  U . K . 

new town s a re ve ry l i ke th a t . G re a t  p syc hol o g i c a l d i s o r i e n ta t i on i s  a re s u l t .  
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S t ra n ge l y e n o u g h , o n e  of t h e mo s t  be a u t i f u l  ma n - ma d e  c i t i e s , ( n ot S a n  
F ra n c i s co , t h a t i s  a c i ty bo r n  o f  i t s h i l l s , whe re ma n h a s s u bm i tted ) i s  

i n  t h e  U . S . A . , n a me l y Wa s h i n g t o n , d e s i g n e d  by , f o r , a n d w i t h  c omp re h e n d i n g 

Ma son s .  Y e t  i t  i s  ba s e d  o n s t ra i g ht l i n e s  - b u t  n o t  g r i d - l i n e s  - r a d i a t i n g  

l i ne s  a n d  l ow r i s e  b u i l d i n g s . 

Ado l f H i t l e r , see N i ge l  Pe n n i c k  " The Se c re t S c i e n c e s  of Ad o l f H i t l e r  -

N e v i l l e  S pe a rma n " u n d e rs t o o d  h ow e n e rgy a nd town p l a n n i n g  wo r ke d . A l be rt 

S pee r re c o rd s  i t  we l l i n  h i s memo i rs ,  w i t h  e xt ra o rd i n a ry p h o t o g ra p h s  of 

t he mode l s for t h e  New Be r l i n .  W h a t  ma t te rs i s  how yo u use i t  a n d wha t ' s  

a t  the ce n t re . 

What I am , i n  f a c t ,  t ry i n g  to s u g ge s t , i s  t h a t  C h i ne s e  Ge oma n cy i s ,  pe r h a ps 

s e n t i me n ta l l y ,  roo ted i n  t h e  p a s t , a n d i t  i s  c e r ta i n l y  a d e l i be ra te a t temp t 

to ma i n ta i n  a f o rm of c o l l e c t i ve c o n s c i o u s ne s s  i n  be i n g , wh i c h  p re ve n t s  ego 

d e v e l o pme n t s  i n  a Ro u s s e a u- l i ke way . T h a t  m a y  be good , ba d o r  ne u t ra l . 

I ma ke no a ttem p t  to j u d g e  i t  - b u t  t h e  ma i n t e n a n ce o f  t ra d i t i ona l fo rm s  

i n  c omp l e te h a rm o n y  w i t h  n a t u ra l l y  o c c u r r i n g  e a r t h  e n e r g i e s  s h o u l d c e r ta i n l y  

a c h i e ve t h a t . T h a t  m a y  t o  s ome be a f o rm of re s po n s i b l e  g u a rd i a n s h i p . O n e  

c a n n o t  q u a rre l  w i t h  i t .  A n d  t he f e a r of the s t ra i g h t  l i ne m a y  b e  to d o  wi t h  

t h e  b re a k- o u t  of t he e g o . I wo u l d n o ne t h e l e s s  ve n t u re to s u g ge s t  that  a s  

we l l a s  c o n d u c t i n g  good " c h i 11 o u t , a we l l c o n s t r u c te d  a ve n ue , a nd t hey 

ce rta i n l y  e x i s te d  at I mpe r i a l  l e v e l  i n  C h i n a , can e q u a l l y  c on d u c t  g ood 1 1 C h i 1 1  

i n .  

The eme rge n ce of t he s t ra i g h t  l i n e o c c u r s  whe n  ma n s t a rt s  to se pa ra te 

h i mse l f f rom n a t u re , w h e n  h i s c o n s c i o u s ne s s  i s  no l on ge r  t o ta l l y  re l a ted to 

t he wa t e r  ve i n s  of the e a rt h  b u t  the eme rg i n g  l ey l i n e s . They d o  s eem 

i n sepa r a b l e f rom eme r g i n g  c o n s c i o u s ne s s . I t  w i l l  be i n t e re s t i n g  to d owse 

C h i na s ho rt l y " i n  s i t u "  but I s u s pe c t  the fe a r  of t h e  st ra i g h t l i ne i s  the 

fea r of e go- c on s c i o u s ne s s , a nd a l l t h e  a gon i e s  a nd g l o r i e s  t h a t  ha s wro u g h t  f o r  

t he We s te rn Wo r l d .  I t  i s  pe r h a p s  a rg ua b l e t h a t  f o r  e g o- c on s c i o u sne s s  t o  

eme rge , pa s s  t h ro u g h  i t s s p i r i t u a l t ra n smu ta t i on a n d g o  f o rwa rd t o  i t s 

vol u n t a ry re- s u bm i s s i o n  i n  a n  a c t of pu re c o n s c i o u s  l o ve ,  i s  a proc e s s  we 

a re i n vol ved i n , w i l l y- n i l l y .  
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Some may say t he Ori -e n t a l h a s a l re a d y  hee n t h ro u g h  i t . I am n o t  s u re ·a bo u t  
t ha t , b � t · I a m  s u re t h a t  We s te rn ma n i s  n ow g o i n g  t h ro u g h  i t ,  a nd h a s go t 

to go th ro u g h  i t  a nd ma ke the " G re a t  Re t u rn " i f  t h i s p l a ne t  i s  to s u rvi ve , 

a nd I d o  offe r the t h o u g h t  tha t C h i n e s e  geoma n ce rs a �o rre n ce of the s t ra i g h t  

ene rgy l i ne i s  mo re to do w i t h  the re p u g n a n ce of i nd i v i d ua l e g o  con s c i o u s ne s s  

ra t he r  t h a n  i t s i n t r i n s i c 11 ba d n e s s " .  The fa c t  rema i n s t h a t  o ve rg ro u nd s u bt l e 

ene rgy- l i ne s  a re s t ra i g h t  a nd the q ue s t i on i s  a s  to -whe t h e r  a c i v i l i sa t i on 

ha rmon i se s  i t s e l f wi t h  u nd e rg ro u nd s u bcon s c i o u s  s i n uo s i ty o r  ove rg rou nd 

s t ra i g h t - l i ne e go con s c i o u s ne s s . 

The c o n t i n u i n g  f o c u s  of co n s c i o u s n e s s  on s i t e s  i mpo rta nt to ma n ,  be they 

re l i g i o u s  o r  s e c u l a r ,  sa c red o r  p rofa ne , c re a t e s  the s t ra i g ht e ne rgy- l i ne �  

t h u s  a T . V .  t ra n sm i tte r  c a n  e xh i b i t  t h e  s ame e ne rgy l i ne s  a s  a s ta nd i n g s tone 

- b u t  i t  i s  e v i dence of a mo v i n g  a way f rom t h a t  ha rmony wi t h  the ea rth t h a t  

i s  the q u i nte s s e n ce of n a t u r a l  ma n .  I am qu i te s u re we m u s t  re t u rn to i t ,  

whe n we ha ve s u rmo u n ted o u r  s t ra i g h t  l i ne pha s e  a nd get bo th wo r k i n g  toge the r 

not for rea s o n s  for s e n t i me n t a l n o s ta l g i a for a l o s t  m i l l e n i um bu t t h ro u g h  

a c o n s c i o u s  u n d e r s t a nd i n g  of how ego m a y  b e  t ra n sm u . ted a l chem i ca l l y  i n to 

c on s c i o u s  l o ve , and made the ba s i s for a f u t u re m i l l e n i um .  The i n te rmed i a te 

p h ra se i s  f ra ug h t  wi t h  d a n ge r ,  as t he l e gend of A t l a n t i s i n s t ru c t s  u s , but 

t he e ve n t ua l  o u t come , i f  we ma ke i t ,  i s  a con summa t i on d e vo u t l y to be r i s ked . 

L ETTER : con t i n ued f r om p .  1 2 . 

N i g e l  i s  recogn i zed a s  the mos t p ro L. i f i c  a n d  k n ow l e d g ea b l e  mod e r - n  
wr � L� r o n  f e n g  ·sh u i an� geo�ancy . T�e vo l ume a n d  q ua l i t y o f  p ub l i c ­
� t l on s ��

. 
has

. 
pu t ou t l

,
s � u 1 t e  

.
ama z  1 ng ,  . a n d  a d m i rab l e .  r t i s  t h e re ­

�ore �n fa 1 �  o f  you to con f· use h t s  record b y  f.lt t. r i b u t i ng to h ·i m  wo r k s  
1 n  w� � c h  h e  h ad no pa r t  . . N o r  i s  i t  fa i r  t o  CoK a y g n e  wh o werP 1 . ,  
the . · f l rs t  t o  pub

_
l i s h N � ge l ' s  genmaney wr i t i n g s  fo l l oV:i ng the i r

.., p�o�� 
ee r .1 n g  s uc c e s s  w J th ' f'er H;J Sh u i . \ 

As e ve r "  J o h n  M i che .l l .  

Rep ly� Apo l og i es a l l  round . I s ta n d  corrected . But bear w i t h  m e  on t i s
, 

po i n t :  when you d on ' t  have yo u r  re fe rence books on h d n d  you c a n  t che� k u p  o n  a l l t h e  d e �d i l s  l i ke tha t .  so i f  anyone spo t  e rrors l i k e  the one John c l a r i f i es we ' d  be very q l a'd to dheo: rs a bou t i t . Than ks . · � 
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BOOK R EV I EW .  
' A  l a yma n ' s g u i de to f e n g  s h u i - C h i n e s e Geoma n c y ' 

by Eve l yn L i p , · 1 9 8 4 , T i me s  Books I n terna t i ona) , S i ngapore . 1 2 4 pg s . 

The a u thor o f  th i s  boo k i s  a Mn s te r  o f  Arc h i tec t u r e  a nd s en i o r l ec t ­

urer a t  the N a t i on a l Un i vers i ty o f  S i n g a pore . She began t o  take 
an� n te re s t  i n  feng s h u i a f ter c om i ng upon i ns ta n c e s  of bu i l d i ng 

p l a n s  be i ng sen t ba c k  to the a rc h i tec t for mod i f i c a t i on on 
the i n s truct i on s  of ' pr o fes sors of geomanc y ' . H e r  s tudy o f  
the sub j ec t  a p pears t o  be q u i te w i de .  Dur i n  research s h e  
cons u l ted anc i en t  Ch i nese tex ts a n d  · n terv i ewed the ' pr o fes s -
ors o f  geomanc y ' i . e . f e n g  s h u i p r ac t i c i oners . 

The res u l t i s  a n  i n forma t i ve up t o  d a te tex t wh i ch con ta i n s 
many examp l es o f  th i s  anc i en t  trad i t i on b e i ng PllC t i ced i n  
the u l t ra - modern c i t i es o f  S i n g a p o r e  ( es pec i a l l y )  a n d  Hon9 
Kong a s  we l l  a s  i n  Ta i wa n  and Ma l as i a .  The prod uc t i s  r a ther 
l i ke a s ma l l c o f fee tab l e  book w i th a n  exce l l en t  set of i l l ­
us tra t i on s  to wh i ch the tex t rea l l y  ac ts a s  a c ommen t a r y . 
Here i n  l i e s  bo th i t s s tren g th and weakn e s s : a t  t i me s  the 
tex t reads l i ke a n  a b r i dged vers i on made for p o p u l a r  consup ­
t i on .  Bu t ,  to be q u i t e  f a i r  the c l a i m i s  no t ma d e  tha t the 
book i s  a n y th i ng more than ' a  l a yman ' s  g u i de ' . The a u thor 
tends t o  l i s t  i n forma t i on · and you ' re some t i m e s  g i ve n  the 
i mp res s i on t h a t  you ' re l ook i ng a t  s omeone ' s  s e t of re search 
no tes t h a t have been s l i gh t l y  expanded i n t o  p roper s en tences� 

The a u th o r i s  Ch i n e s e  u nd i s  no t a feng s h u i m y s t i c  by a ny 
mean s . She a t temp ts to g i ve a n  o b j ec t i ve v i ew o f  t h e  sub j ec t  
w i thou t be i ng too h a r s h  o r  too e n thus i a s t i c .  She h a s  a u s e f u l 
percep t i o n be i ng f rom w i th i n the Ch i nese c u l t u re b u t  a l so 
h a v i ng the academ i c  too l o f  ob j e c t i ve a n a l y s i s . She makes 
two l i s ts o f  the pra c t i ca l  app l i c a t i on of feng s hu i , i nd i c a t ­
i ng and ana l ys i n g t h i e r sources : o n e  i s  pra c t i ca l  and 
l og i ca l , the o t her i s  mys t i ca l . 

Some i n te rs t i ng i n s t a n ces o f  fe n g s h u i ' s  mod e r n  p ra c t i ce 

a re g i ve n : " Choos i n g a l oc a t i o n  a n d  a n  a u s p i c i o u s  open i ng 
d a te f o r  b us i n e s s  p tc.mes i s  L h r·ou q h  a f e n q  s h u  i expe r t  i s  
p r u c t i ca l l y  ma n d a tory i n  J lon g K o n g . The ' New N a t i on ' o f  J CJ 
J u l y  1 9 7 8  r e p o r ted a n  i n te re s t i ng i nc i d en t .  I t  a ppea r s  tha t 
Ch a s e  As i i:l I . Ld . , C h u sc�  Ma n h n ir a n ' s  me r c h n n t  ba n k  i. n H o n q  
K o n g , J os L four b i g  b u s i ness d ea l s i n  a row . As a res u l t 
an e x pe r t  on fen g s h u j was con s u l ted . Bus i n e s s  h a s  i m p roved 
L reme n d o u s l y  :-:; l nce the i mp l eme; n ta t i on of feng s h u i remed i a l 

a c t i on s . " ( p . 1 0 1 ) · 
A commen t s h e  1'1\f.:t ke s  p u ts me i n  m i nd o f  s ome t h i n g P a u l  Devereux 
s a i d  i n  h i s  Ou i c k s i l v e r· I n te rv i ew ( QsM 7 ) . He wa s re fe r r i n g 
to d owse r s  on t h e  D ra g on P r o j e c t  when he sa i d  t h a t  they a f te n  
con t r a d i c t  e a c h  o th e r . L i p  s a y s  s om th i ng s i m i l ar ,  " Very 
o f ten two p r o f e s so r s  o f  g eoma n c y  g i ve d i f fe ren t i n terpre ta t ­
i on s  o f  a pa r t i (,.. u l  r s i L o o r  b u i l d i n g a t  the s ame t i me . " 
Th oug h n o t the 1 a s  t wo r·d i n  Eng l i s h o n  feng s h u  i b y  a n y  mea n s 
one g e t s  the i mpress i on tha t the re ' s  a l o t  more d e ta i l where 
th i s  book came f rom . Recommended . 

C .  A .  
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